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CHAPI'ER I 
INTRODUCTION 
Schools, in general, have set up certain subjects as requirements 
ll 
' for all children passing through the elementary schools. Much has been 
done by wa;l of enrichment of ·subject matter, improvement in methods of 
i 
1 teaching, construction of attractive textbooks and the like but little 
I has been known as to the child's actual preferences in the subjects thus 
I presented. 
I This study has been undertaken to secure data, of a statistical 
1
1 nature, on subject preferences of pupils in the seventh grades in two of 
I ~ 
I 
the communities used in a group project stu~ on "Subject Preferences in 
the Fifth Grade"l 
Preferences in the Fifth Grade. 
The purpose of this study is: 
, I. To ascertain the first, second and third choices of 
I 
12· 
II 
seventh-grade pupils in these communities. 
To compare the choices of the seventh-grade children with the 
preferences indicated when they were in the fifth grade. II 
'I -I~ 1. This group project was reported in thirteen master's theses com-
1 
pleted in 1948. The basic data on subject preferences of the whole 
project are found in 
I Helen C. Blanchard, Subject Preferences in the Fifth Grade, un-
\ published Master's Thesis, Boston Universit,y, 1948 
I
, 'J.'pe Blanchard thesis lists the names of all other theses in the 
group study. 
· ~ :: 
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CHAPI'ER II 
REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
Until recently research pertaining to subject preferences has been 
meagre and not very conclusive. Ethel R. Holmes 1 reported on the pre-
ferences of children for school subjects in her own elementary school but 
1, presented no statistical data. Robert Hill Lane 2 compiled a study of 
I' 
.~ the likes and dislikes of pupils from grades three to grade six from 
element~.r schools of Los Angeles. This study had findings of interest 
but was based on pupils in only one system. 
The study which was of sufficient size and scope to be of real 
interest to research workers was done through the cooperation of the 
New England School Development Council, an affiliated group of school 
systems, in which fifteen graduate students participated. The thesis by 
Helen Blanchard 3 pertains directly to the preferences of 13,483 pupils 
in sixty-five tO".ms and cities of New England. Blanchard found reading 
to be the first choice of 13,483 boys and girls as well as the combined 
1. Ethel R. Holmes, "School Subjects Preferred by Children. n 
Sixteenth Yearbook of the Department of ElPJnent School 
Principals Washington, D. • Na ional Education Association, 
1937), PP• 336-3~ 
2. Robert Hill Lane, The Principal in the Modern Elementary 
School. (Houghton Mifflin Company, 1944) pp 27Q:273 
3. op.cit. Blanchard 
2 
3 
========~========================================~========*====== 
first, second and third choices. It remained the first choice of the 
girls but dropped to second choice in the preference of bo,ys. 
Arithmetic was the second choice in the first choices of the 13,1!.83 
children as well a.s in the combined first, second and third choices of 
the same pupils. It had first rank as a choice of the boys and second of 
the girls in the first choices but in the combined first, second and 
third choices of all the children it was second place. 
Art ranked third in all choices except that of the girls' first 
choice preferences where Spelling took third place. 
Social Studies, Spelling and Music rank next in place in preference. 
Science, Health Education and Penmanship are next in order. English or 
Language is cotisiderably lower in rank than any of the others . 
In an article written for The Elementary School Journal, w. Linwood 
Chase 1 gives the rank order of the results of the same check l ist that 
was given in a southwestern city to ascertain whether or not the prefer• 
ences of fifth-grade childre~ 1rere peculiar to New England. It was 
found that in first three places were Reading, Arithmetic and Art 
although in somewhat different order. Social Studies, Spelling and Music 
were in the next three places. 
1. W. Linwood Chase "Subject Preferences of Fifth-Grade Children. n, 
The Elementary School Journal, Dec. 1949 Vol. No. 50:204-2ll 
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CH.API'ER In 
PROOEDURE 
The seventh-grade pupils of two of the coJIIIluni ties in which the 
writers for the purpose of this research. Canmuni ty A is an industrial 
- · · · · · ~ - - - - -· ·- - - ... ~- . ·-.. ----~. ·- ' • ·- ·· ~- - --- .• .J .. • - . .. ..... _ . · - · -' ' • '-·· -
city in which 774 Eleventh-grade pupils participated while Camnm?-ty B 
is a residential town represented by 263 seventh-grade children. 
' . 
Aqq.esf.iOmlail"e (Fig.I) was sent to the seventh grades of ·I:Jle two 
communities in March 1950, together w.i. th an instruction sheet (Fig.2), to 
the classroom teachers. For th; purpose of eliminating any factors 
which might influence the result, the set-up of the qp:estionn.eii~ and the 
instruction sheet were purposely arranged to correspond as closely as 
possible to the form used by Helen Blanchard and others in the previous 
study done with these same children when they were in the fift,h-grade 
/ 
In Community A, Science is not taught and Spelling is merely a part 
of the homeroom instruction in grade seven. It is therefore nc:>t marked 
as a separate subject. In Ccmmmni ty B, in the seventh grade han~ ting 
is taught by the homeroom teacher but not marked on the report card. 
Reading in the seventh-grades of these two communi ties is a pa.rt of the 
1. op.cit.; Blanchard 
I 
I 
II 
:1 
I. 
J 
English course and for the purpose of ccmpa.rlson, is dropped from this 
study. Health Instruction is not a separate study in either cammmity 
and is not considered in this research. Physical Education, Home Econond.cs 
and Manual Arts taken in the seventh grade were not included in this 
study as nothing in the previous study woUld lend comparison. 
Column II and Colunm III were included in the check-list because 
it was felt that .future students in research might be interested in 
follow-up studies in comparison with other data included in tl1e various 
theses i n the study by Blanchard 1 and others. They will not, therefore, 
be of any concern to the writers of this present study • 
In Community A, the questionnaire was administered by the homeroom 
tea.chers while in Community B the pupils were divided into three sections 
and the check-list was given to the children by the guidance ·teacher. 
In the procedure followed by the teachers, the pupils put the number 
1 beside the subject best liked, the figure 2 beside the second choice 
and the figure 3 beside the t-h.ird choice, thus enabling the writers to 
see first, second and third choices quickly and easily. 
The questionnaire was given to the entire seventh grades in the two 
conmunities, but for the basis of comparison, only those who had taken 
the check-list in December 1947 as fifth-grade children and in March 1950 
as seventh-grade pupils were considered. A small number had t,o be 
eliminated because of errors in following directions . 
1 . op. cit. , Blanchard 
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FIGURE I 
Name GIRLS AND BOYS: Here is your 
chance to tell us what your 
favorite studies are and why 
you like some studies better 
than others. 
--------------·----------
School ~----------·---------
Town or City ________ _ 
Mark with an "X" Girl_Boy _ 
COLUMN I COLUMN II COLUMN III 
DIRECTIONS: Choose your DIRECTIONS: Put a DIRECTIONS: Put a 
favorite studies from circle around the circle around the 
those named. letter which tells word which tells 
haw you feel about whether you think a 
Put 1 before your first each study. subject is EASY or 
choice. L--I like it ver,r HARD. 
Put 2 before your second much. 
choice. N--I neither like 
Put a 3 before your third nor dislike it. 
choice. D-I dislike it 
(Mark these 3 choices in very much. 
Col. I) 
Col. I Col. II cor. rrr 
ART L N D Easy Hard 
ENGLISH L N D Easy Hard 
GENERAL SCJENCE L N D Easy Hard 
HANDWRITING L N D Easy Hard 
MATHEMATICS L N D Easy Hard 
MUSIC L N D Easy Hard 
SOCI.A.L; STUDIES L N D Easy Hard 
SPELLING L N D Easy Hard 
II 
I 
jl 
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FIGURE II 
SUBJECT PRE..li'ERENCE IN THE SEVENTH GRADE 
--
To the Teacher: 
This stu~ is a continuation of a subject preference study done with 
these same pupils two years ago when they were in the fifth grade. The 
junior high schools of Community A and B are cooperating with us in the 
project. Your cooperation is greatly appreciated. 
I 1. Go over the directions on the check-list carefully with the children • 
.Answer an;r questions any child may ask as long as your answer does 
I not influence his choice in any way. -
I 2. Pupils should use pencils, maldng their marks distinctly. 
I 
I 
3. No child should omit a.ey part of the check-list. It would be help.ful 
to the investigation if you would check to see that there are no 
omissions. 
I' 4. When the papers are collected, fill in the information called for at the bottom of this sheet and Place this Sheet on the top of. the I children's papers. Put an elastic or string around the bundle. 
I 
I 
i! 
ll 
I 
II 
II 
5. Return the papers to the person indicated bw the directions given you 
when you received them. 
Date given~-----------------------------------------------~---
Number of children present--------------------------------·---------
il, Number of children absent _________________________ _ 
it 
II 
I 
I 
II 
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;1 . In Community A 774 seventh-grade pupils took the test in March 1950. 
From this total 559 could be used for comparison. There were 293 boys 
and 266 girls. In Conmunity B, 263 children took the check-list in 
March 1950 and of this total, 204 had taken it in the fifth grade. There 
were 102 boys and 102 girls. 
Analysis of the data obtained from this qqestionn~will be found 
in the tables and interpretations in Chapter IV. 
-~-==-~ ==~===--==== 
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CHAPI'ER IV 
ANALYSIS OF DATA 
The data Which appears on the following p~ges consists of a series 
of tables, together with an analy'sis of the same, showing the subject 
1, preferences of seventh-grade pupils in two communities as compared with 
their fifth-grade choices. These data furnish considerable information 
concerning their preferences and give:· further enlightenment as to which 
subjects are best liked by" these children. 
I! 
Tables I through IV give the number and percentages or 774 seventh-
1 grade children in Community A, showing the first choices and the ecabined 
II 
I, 
I, 
I 
first, second and third choices of subjects by these children. Tables V 
through X give the number and percentages or 559 seventh-grade children 
in Community A, of which there are 293 boys and 266 girls, showing their 
I 
I! - first choices and combined first, second and third choices of subjects 
11 as compared with their fifth . grade choices. 
Tables XI through XIV give the number and percentages of 263 
seventh-grade children of Co:mmunity B, showing their first choices and 
combined first, second and third choices of subjects. Tables XV through 
XX give the nmnber ani percentages of 204 seventh-grade_ children in 
II 
1 Community B, of 'Which there are 102 boys and 102 girls, showing their 
I
ll 
1
1 first choices and the combined first, second and third choices of subjects 11 
I 
I 
as compared with their -fifth-grade choices. 
Tables XXI through XXIV give the number and percentages or 937 
1
: seventh-grade children in Communities A and B, showing the first choices 
:1 . 9 r- ----=-- - --
11 II 
1: 
~=-=--= ---
II 
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j, 
Ill I and the combined first, second and third choices of subjects. Tables XV 
1 li tl!rough XXX giw the number and percentages of 763 seventh-grade children 
!1 in Communities A and B, of which there are 395 boys and 368 girls, showing d . 
I 
\I their first choices am their combined first, second and third choices 
Ill of subjects as compared with their fifth-grade choices. 
r J 
I 
II 
I' 
!I jl __ 
I -
I' 
It 
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TABIE I 
RANK ORDER OF SUBJECT PREFERENCES, FIRST CHOICES ONLY 
OF 774 SEVENTH GRADE CHILDREN IN COMMUNITY. A. 
Number 
Of Per 
Subjects Choices Cent 
1. English 209 27e91 
2~ Social Studies 175 22862 
3. Mathematics 130 -16.79 4. Art 130 16.79 
5. lfu.sic 102 13.18 
6. Handwriting 28 3~61 
Total m 100.00 
==='--- ---==- =-~-=--
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TABlE II 
RANK ORDER OF SUBJECT PREFERENCES, COMBINED F msT, SECOND 
AND THIRD CHOICES OF 774 SEVENTH GRADE CHILDREN .IN 
COMMUNITY A. 
Number 
Of Per 
Subjects Choices Cent 
1. English 551 23~99 
2. Social Studies 496 21.36 
3. Mathematics L40 18~95 
4. Mu.sic 349 15.03 
5. Art 317 13~66 
6. Handwriting 16.3 7.01 
Total 2)22 :roo.oo 
TABIE III 
RANK ORDER OF SUBJECT PREFERE:NeF..S, FIRST CHOICES. OBLY, OF 
Ll.O SEVENTH GRADE BOYS AND .364 SEVENTH GRADE GIRIS IN 
COMMUNITY A. 
BOYS Number GIRLS Number 
Of Per Of 
I 
It 
Per 
Subjects Choices Cent Subjects Choices Cent 
1~ Social Studies llO 26~83 
2. English 94 22.93 
3· Art 76 18.54 
4. Mat hematics 70 17.08 
5. Music 46 11.22 
1. English 115 31.59 ,1 
2~ Soci.al Studies 65 17;86 [1 
3. Mathematics ·. 69 16·~ ~! :Music 56 15.38 !1 Art 54 14•83 
6. Handwri ting ' 14. 3.40 6. Handwriting 14 3.86 1! 
Total uo 100.00 Total .364 100.00 
~ --=-----=:---=::=:-- = =--·~--~ ~- .=-- ==- -=-== = ~-= 
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TABlE IV 
RANK ORDER OF SJBJECT PREFERENCES, COMBINED FIRST, SECOND 
AND THIRD CHOICES OF 410 SEVENTH GRADE BOYS AND 364 SEVENTH 
GRADE GIRLS IN COMMUNITY A. 
Number Number 
BOYS Of GIRLS Of 
Combined Per Combined Per 
Subjects Choices Cen:t Subjects Choices Cent 
1. English 283 23.01 1. English 274 25.09 
2. Social Studies 280 22~76 2~ Social Studies 216 19.78 
3. Mathematics 254 20.65 3. Music 202 18.49 
4. Art 189 15 .• .37 4• llathematics 186 17e03 
5. Music 147 11.95 
'· 
Art 128 lle72 
6. Handwriting 77 ,.6.26 6. Handwriting 86 7.89 
Total 1230 100.00 Total 1092 100.00 
Tables I through IV shOTf the rank order of subject preferences of 
774 seventh grade children in Community A. Tables I and II present 
the .first choices and combined choices of these children. Tables III 
and IV show first choices and combined choices o.f boys alone and girls 
alone. 
English is first in rank order on the list of combined choices o.f 774 
children, including 410 boys and 364 girls. As the first choice of 774 
children and o:f 364 girls, it remains first in rank order, but it drops 
to second place on the boys' list of :first choices. 
Social Studies is second in rank order in combined choices of boys 
and girls together, of boys alone and of girls alone. It also ranks 
second as the first choice o:f both boys and girls together and of girls 
I 
11 12 
I' 
I 
I 
I; 1.13 
----------- ~===- =------== 
alone, but as the first choice of 410 seventh grade boys as shown in 
Table III it rises to first place in. rank order of subjects preferred. 
Art ranks fourth :iJ:t first choices of 774 seventh grade children 
but drops to fifth place i n the combined first, second, and third choices. 
As a first choice of Ll.O boys, it is third in rank order but drops to 
fourth place in the combined choices._. In both first choices and combined 
choices of .364 girls, Art rmks fifth. 
Mathematics is third in rank order in first choices and combined 
choices of 774 seventh grade boys and girls. For the boys alone, it 
ranks third in combined first, second, and third choices but drops to 
fourth place in the first choices. The reverse of this is true of the 
girls as Mathematics ranks fourth in combined choices and third in first 
choices. 
As a first preference of 774 seventh grade children, Music is fifth 
in rank order but rises to fourth place in the combined choices. It 
ran..lcs fifth in both first choices and combined choices of LJ.o seventh 
grade boys • Music is fourth in rank order as a first choice of 364 
seventh grade girls and it rises to third place in their combined choices. 
Throughout the study of seventh grade children, Handwriting is sixth 
in rank order as their first choice and sixth in rank order in their 
combined choices. 
In summary, it will be noted that English, Social Studies and 
1 Mathematics are first, second, and third in rank order -in first choices 
![ and in combined choic.es of 774 children in the . seventh grade of 
li II COIIIllllllit-7 A. As the first pre:t"erence o:r !,lo seventh grade boys, hmmver 
-- j __ 
__ T __  
\! 
II 
II 
I 
'I 
\\ 
II 
!I il 
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1 Social Studies is first in rank order over English by a margin of 16 or 
3.9 per cef t. Art comes into the £irst three places in the £irst choices 
of bqys whj re it ranks third. Music also attains third place in the 
combined cj oices of 364 seventh grade girls. 
TABlE V 
~ ORDEROF SUBJECT PREFERENCES, FIRST CHOICE ONLY, 
OF 559 CHILDREN IN THE SEVENTH GRADE OF COJA1UNITY A 
I AS COMPARED WITH THEIR FIFTH GRADE CHOICES 
Fii'th Grade 
Subjects 
1* Reading 
2. Arithmetic 
3. Art 1 4. Spelling 
5~ Social Studies 
6. lfusic 
1 7. Science I 
I a. Handwri~ing 
1
: 9. Health Education 
I 10. La.nguag~ 
I ToJ 
I 
I 
I! 
I' 
tl -
I' 
li 
I 
I 
I 
.I 
Number Per 
Of Cent 
Choices 
141 2~~22 
138 24~.69 
120 21:-!!7 
66 11.81 
35 6.26 
29 5.19 
12 2.15 
11 1.97 
7 1•24 
0 o.oo 
559 100.00 
Seventh Grade 
Subjects 
1. English 
2 • Social Studies 
3. Aritlnnetie 
4. Art 
5. Music 
6. Handwriting 
Total 
Number Per 
Of Cent 
Choices 
154 27e55 
126 22.55 
97 17 • .35 
90 16.10 
15 13.1!2 
17 3.03 
559 100.00 ' 
I • 
r 
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II I 
'I RANK ORDER OF SUBJECT PREFERENCES, FIRST, cmmiNED SECOND AND 
I
. THmD CHOICES COMBINED OF 559 CHILDREN IN THE SEVENTH GRADE 
I OF COMMUNITY A AS COMPARED WITH THEm FIFTH GRADE CHOICES I . 
TABlE VI 
Number ~~~ . 0Ntmi:f iber Fifth Grade Per Seventh Grade 
Subjects 
Of Per 
Subjects I Choices Cent Choices Cent 
le Reading 
2. Arithmetic 3~ Art 1 4. Spelling 
II ~: :;~ I studies 7• ScJ.ence 
1
1
1 
8~ Handwri ting 
. 9. Health [Education 
110. Language 
j Total 
340 
313 
277 
268 
141 
130 
77 
62 
50 
. 19 
1671 
20.27 
18.66 
16.52 
15~98 
8•Lll 
7.75 
4;59 
3 •. 70 
2.98 
1.14 
100.00 
1• English 399 
2e Social Studies 363 
3. Mathematics 333 
4. MUsic 242 
5. Art 235 
6. Handwriting 105 
Total 1677 
TABLE VII 
RANK ORDER OF SUBJECT PREFERENCES, FIRST CHOICES ONLY 
OF 293 BOYS IN THE SEVENTH GRADE OF COMJ!JNITY A 
AS COMPARED WITH THEm FIFI'H GRADE CHOICES 
Number Number 
23.79 
21.65 
19;86 
14.4.3 
14.02 
6.25 
100.00 
Fifth Gradf 
Subjects 1 
Of Per Seventh Grade 
Subjects 
Of Per 
1. Arithme
1
l tic 
2; Reading 
3· Art I 4. Spelling 
I 5. Sociall studies 
6. Music 
1. sciencf 
I
I 8. Health Education 
I 9. Handwri ting ij 10. Langua,ke 
I Toth . 
I 
i! 
Choices Cent 
74 
68 
67 
30 
23 
11 
10 
6 
4 
0 
293 
25 •. 26 
23•21 
22;87 
10.24 
7~85 
3~75 
3.Ll. 
2;05 
1.36 
o.oo 
100.00 
Choices Cent 
1. Social Studies 81 
2. English 64 
3; Arithmetic 54 
4;_ Art 52 
5• Music 34 
6. Handwriting 8 
Total. 293 
27;65 
21•84 
18.43 
17.75 
u.6o 
2.73 
100.00 
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TABlE VIII 
RANK ORDER OF SUBJJOOT PREFERENCES, COMBINED FIRST, sEcOND AND 
THIRD CHOICES OF 293 BOYS IN THE SEVENTH GRADE 
OF GOMMUNITY A AS COMPARED WITH THEIR FIFI'H-GRADE CHOICES 
Number Number I Fifth Grade 
1 Subjects 
Of Per Seventh Grade 
Subject:s . 
Of Per 
Choices Cent Choices Cent 
11 1. Reading 
: 2. Ari thm~tic 
i 3. Art 1 
14• Spell~ 1 5~ Social \Studies 6. Music 
I 7. Science 
1
8. Health !Education 
9. Handwriting 
10. Language 
, Tott 
li 
'I 
179 
174 
159 
120 
86 
59 
55 
25 
19 
3 
879 
20.36 1. English 206 
19.80 2. Social Studies 204 
18.09 3 ~ Arithmetic 191 
13 •. 65 
9;78 
~ "Art 1.36 
5• ·MUsic 96 
6.71 6. Ha.ndlrriting 46 
6.26 
2•84 
2.16 
0.35 
100.00 Total 879 
TABlE IX 
I 
RANK ORDER OF SUBJECT PREFERENCES, FlllST CHOICES ONLY 
OF 266 GIRlS IN THE SEVENTH GRADE IN COMMUNITY A AS 
COMPARED WITH THEIR FIFTH GRADE CHOICES 
I 
I 
Fifth Grade 
Subjects 
I -
; I 11• Reading 
1 2, AriJ:ic 
1
3. Art 
4; Spel 
1 
5. Music I 
,
1 
6. Social ~tudies 
I 
7 • Handwr:i}t.ing 
i 8. Science, 
I 9. Health Education 
\10. Language 
II Tot.k 
I' 
'\ 
Number 
Of Per 
Choices Cent 
73 27.lt.4 
64 24.06 
53 19.92 
36 13;53 
18 6;77 
12 4•51 
7 2.63 
2 0.76 
1 0.38 
0 o.oo 
266 100.00 
Seventh Grade 
Subjects 
Number 
Of 
Choices 
1, English 90 2• Social Studies 16 
3. Mathentatics 43 
4~ Music h1 
5. Art 38 
6. Handw.ri ting 9 
Total 266 
23.114 
23.21 
21.73 
15.47 
10•92 
5.23 
1oo.oo 
Per 
Cent 
33.83 
16.92 
16.17 
1.5.~1 
14.28 
3.39 
100.00 
------ _l ~ 
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TABIE X 
RANK ORDER OF SUBJECT PREFERENCES, CO:MBINED FIRST ,SECOND, AND 
THIRD CHOICES COMBINED OF 266 GIRLS IN THE SEVENTH G..ltft..DE IN 
COOIDNITY A AS COMPARED WITH THEm FIFTH GRADE CHOICES 
Number Number 
Fifth Grade Of Per Seventh Grade Of Per 
Subjects Choices Cent Subjects Choices Cent 
1~ Reading 161 20~16 1. English 193 2.419 
12· Spell*. 148 18.55 2. Social Studies 159 19~92 3. ~ltic 139 17.42 3 •. Music 146 18.30 4. 118 lh.~79 4~ Mathematics 142 17e79 
'· 
Music 82 10._28 5t. Art 99 12._Q1 
6. Social Studies 44 5.51 6. Handwriting 59 7e39 
1· Handwr ting 4.3 5~39 
a. Healthl Education 25 3e13 
9. Scienc
1 
22 2t.76 
o. Language 16 2.01 
· To I 798 100.00 Total 798 .' .100~00 
Tables V through X show the rank order of subject preferences of 559 
1 seventh gra e children in Community A as compared with their preferences 
when in the fifth grade. First choices and ccmlbined first three choices 
are tabulated for boys and girls together, as shown in Tables V and VI for 
boys alone ~n tables VII and VIII, and for girls alone in tables IX and x. 
In the I fifth grade, Reading is first in rank order in the combined 
choices of k l the children together, of' the boys alone, and of the girls 
I alone. As l first choice, Reading aga~ ra1ks as number one throughout the 
I . 
stuQywith thl e exception that on the boys' list it drops to second place. 
In the seventh grade, English follows the very same pattern as did 
I! 
,I 
ll 
11-117 
I 
II 
" 
.I 
I 
II 
I 
I 
'I ~r --
1 Reading two years previously. Only as the first choice of boys does it 
'I lose its place of first in rank order of subjects. Throughout the re-
maining tables, English leads all other subjects in first choices and 
I combined chl ices of all the children together, of boys alone, md of girls 
11 alone, 
11 A1 though no direct comparison can be drawn between English am 
I . 
1
1 Reading, it is of interest to note their similarity of rating as the most 
1 popular subl)ect in both fifth and seventh grade. The authors feel that 
l1 the amount of time devoted t.o Reading during the English course has been 
11
1 
a. very impo~tant factor in the high rabing of English. Hmrever further 
I 
I ,. . 
! research needs to be done to confim this point. 
~~ Social! Studies as a fif+..h grade subject is fifth in rank order as a 
1 first choicl and sixth in rank order in the combined choices of 559 
I! children. It is in fifth place again on both the boyst lists of first 
I choices and combined choices while it drops to sixth place in both the 
I 
1 first choices and combined choi~es of the girls. 
On the seventh grade level, Social Studies has shown the greatest 
gain in poWJ_arity of any of the other subjects studied. In first choices 
. I . -
and combine~ choices of boys and girls together and of girls alone, Social 
·Studies ranks second. But as a first choice of 293 boys as shown in 
I . 
Table VII, it is first in rank order leading English by a margin of 17 or 
1 5.82 per cent. 
: I 
1 Some'I:J4ng has happened to the subject of Social Studies when 126 ~ I I, children make it th~dr first choice in the seventh grade where only 35 
II I 
I 
I 
1 ~hl.ldr~n J chosen it as their first preference in the fifth grade~ 
====~~=====JF===========================~==== 
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Table XXXI shows that of the 126 children making Social Studies their 
first choice in the seventh grade, 95 had not even considered it as a 
first, second, or third choice in the fifth grade. Only eleven of' these 
126 children had made it their first choice in both the fifth and seventh 
grades. 
Arithmetic is second in rank order on the list of first choj_ces and 
combined choices of 559 children in the fifth grade. As a first choice 
of 293 bois, it rises to first place over Reading by a margin of 6 or 
2~05 per cent but drops back into second place in the combined choices. 
Arithmetic is third in r&Lk order in first choices and rises to second 
place in the combined choices of 266 fifth grade girls. 
As a seventh grade subject, Mathematics ranks third on bot.'!l the lists 
of first choices and combined choices of 559 children, and of 293 boys. 
.As a first choice of 266 seventh grade girls, it also ranks third but 
drops to fourth place on the list of combined choices. 
Thus in comparing the two gtades 1 it will be seen that although I 
I II Arithmetic still remains among the first three places in rank order, it 
I 
has dropped on the list of' first choices and combined choice from second 
place in the fifth grade to third place in the seventh grade• I 
L 
On the fifth grade level, Art is third in rank order on both the lists 11 
of fii-st choices and combined choices of 559 children as a whole and of 
293 boys alone. As the first choice of 266 girls, it remains in third 
place but drops to fourth place in the combined choices. 
'i Art is fourth in rank order in the first choices and fifth in rank 
I 
I order in the combined choices of 559 seventh grade children. It ranks 
II 
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fourt h in both choices and combined choices of 29.3 boys 'While it drops 
to fifth place in first choices and combined choices of 266 girls. 
Comparing the two grades, it is of interest to note that Ar~ has 
dropped out of third place which it held in the fifth-grade study and 
has fallen to fourth and fifth place in the seventh-grade study • Also · 
Art seems to be more popular with the boy-s than it is with the girls. 
Music as a fifth-grade subject ranks sixth in first choices Bnd fifth 
in the combined choices of 559 children in Community A. In both first 
choices and combined choices, it is sixth in rank order of subjects 
chosen of 293 boys while it rises to fifth place in these categories of 
266 girls. 
On the seventh-grade level, Music is fifth in rank order in first 
choices and fourth in rank order in combined choices of 559 children. 
Considering first and combined choices of 293 bo.ys it ranks fifth in · 
order of subjects preferred. As a first choice of 266 girls, Music 
rises to fourth place and to third place on the list of combined choices. 
Thus Music which ranks two to three levels below the first three 
places of subjects preferred in the fifth grade falls in relatively the 
same position in the seventh grade with the exception that in the com-
bined choices of 266 seventh-grade girls it does attain third place. 
fact that in the seventh grade there are four less subjects to choose 
from so that the same subjects would tend to show a higher percentage in 
the seventh grade than in the fifth grade. 
~.~! ==============================~==~=== 
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The subject or Handwriting ranks consistently low throughout both 
studies. The girls had a tendency in both grades to favor Handwriting 
over the boys. Here again although Handwriting did not improve its 
position ~ to rank order of subjects, it has gained in percentage Which 
would tend to bear out the above statement about Music. 
TABLE XI 
RANK ORDER OF PREFERENCES, FIRST CHOICE ONLY, OF 263 
SEVENTH-GRADE CHILDREN IN Cam:tJNITY B 
Number 
Of Per 
Subjects Choices Cent 
1. English 60 22;82 
2. Art 58 22.05 
3~. Science 45 17.ll 
4• :Mathematics 38 14eh4 ,. Spelling. 27 10.27 
6. Music 21 7;99 
7. Social Studies 14 ,.32 
Total m- Total. 1oo.oo 
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I TABm xrr 
I 
1 RANK ORDER OF PREFERENCES, COMBINED FmST, SECOND AND 
I TH:rn:D CHOICES, OF 263 SEVENTH~RADE CHILDREN IN COMMUNITY B 
I 
'I 
I 
Ji 
I 
~per 
Of Per 
Subject Choices Cent 
1; English 167 21~17 
2, Mathematics 127 16•1o 
3. Art ll8 14.95 
4. Science 110 13._9h. 
5• Music 93 ll•79 
6. Spelling 89 n.28 
7. Social Studies 85 10.77 
Total "ffl9 Total 1oo.oo 
TABIE xnr 
RANK ORDER OF SUBJECT PREFERENCES, FIRST CHOICE ONLY OF 127 
SEVENTH-GRADE BOYS AND 139 SEVENTH-GRADE GIRLS IN C<llmUNITY B 
BOYS Number GIRLS Number 
Of Per Of Per 
Subject Choices Cent Subject Choices Cent 
Science 29 22;83 English 40 29.41 
Art 29 22;83 Art 29 21.32 
Mathematics 21 16•54 Music 18 13.24 
I Engl.ish 20 1.5._75 Mathematics 17 12.50 
I Spelling 15 n•Bl Science 16 ll.77 
I Social Studies 10 7.87 Spelling 12 8.82 I 
I Music 3 2.37 Social Studies 4 2.94 
-I 
Total 127 1oo.oo Total. 136 100.00 
======~======================================================~~===== I 
TABlE XIV 
RANK ORDER OF SUBJECT PREFERENcEs, CO:MBDlED FIRST, SECOND AND 
THIRD CHOICES OF 127 SEVENTH-GRADE BOYS AND 136 SEVENTH-
GRADE GIRIS DT CCIJ1MUNITY B 
BOYS Numbe:t" GIRIB Number 
Of Per Of Per 
Subject Choices Cent Subjects Choices Cent 
Mathematics , 68 17~85 English 100 24~51 
E.'nglish 67 17.59 Music 61 14.95 
Science 62 16~27 Mathematics 59 J.4.h6 
Art 60 1~;'75 Art 58 14~22 
Social Studies 50 13.12 Science 48 11~76 
Spelling 42 . 11.02 Spelling 47 n•52 
Music 32 B.ho Social Studies 35 8.58 
Total 381 100.00 Total 408 100.00 
Tables XI,XII, xm and XIV are concerned with the subject preferences 
of 263 seventh-grade children' of Conununity B. Table XI gives the first 
choices in subject preferences of 263 seventh-grade children~ Table XII 
. shows the combined first, second and third choices of this same nU:mber. 
Table XIII gives the first choices of 127 seventh- grade boys and 136 
seventh-grade girls while Table XIV indicates their combined first, 
second and third choices • 
Englisp is the favorite subject of the 263 seventh-grade children 
of Community B in first choices as well as in the combined first, second 
and third choices. It continues to be the .first prefel"ence of 1.36 
~~ seventh-grade girls in both first choices and combined choioes. It drops 
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I 
1 to second place in the combined choices of the boys • 
I 
,! 
li 
Art follows English as the second choice of the 263 seventh-grade 
11 children in first choices but falls to third place in the comM.ned first, 
II second and third choices. It is second in preference of 127 boys' and the 
ji 
I 136 girls' first choices but drops to fourth place in the combined choices. · 
II 
i! 
,, 
I 
ll 
II 
,, 
I 
Science is third in rank for the 263 seventh-grade children in theiX 
first choices but drops to fourth in the combined first, second and 
third choices. It ties with art for first place of 127 seventh-grade 
boys in first choice preferences but drops to third choice in ·~e 
combined choices. · The 136 seventh-grade girls rank Science fifth in 
both first choices of preferences as well as in the combined choices. 
Mathematics ranks fourth in the first choice preferences of 263 
seventh-grade chi1dren but is raised to second place in the combined 
first, second and third choices. The 127 seventh-grade boys place it 
third in first choices but first in eambined choices. The 136 girls of 
the seventh grade rank Mathematics fourth in first choices but in the 
combined choices, it rises to third place. 
Spelling is fifth in the 263 seventh-grade first choices but drop 
it to sixth in the combined choices. The 127 seventh-grade bqys place 
it fifth in first choices and sixth in the combined choices. 'rhe 136 
seventh-grade ·girls rank Spelling sixth in both first choices and 
combined choices • In no case is Spelling higher than fifth place ar 
lower than sixth place. 
MUsic is sixth in the first choices of 263 seventh-grade children. 
I 
'I 
II 
! ~
24 
It ranks fifth in the combined first, second and third choices. The 
127 seventh-grade boys place MUsic eighth in both first choices and com-
bined choices. The 136 seventh-grade girls place Music third in first 
choices and second in the combined choices. MUsic is one of the first 
three choices of seventh-grade girls but last in the choice ot seventh-
I grade boys • 
., 
I 
I 
I 
Social Studies ranks in the eighth place in both the f:irst choices 
and the combined choices of seventh-grade children. The 127 seventh-
grade boys place it seventh in first choices and sixth in the combined 
choices. The 136 seventh-grade girls place it eighth in both first 
, choices and combined choices. In general seventh-grade boys rate Social. 
studies higher than do seventh-grade girls. 
Tables XV, XVI, XVII, XVIII, XIX and~ are concerned with the 
subject preferences of 204 seventh-grade children of Community B Who 
took the qu.estionnaire as .fifth grade children and again as seventh-
grade children. Table XV gives the first choices of the 204 seventh- · 
grade children, showing comparison between seventh and fifth grade 
choices. Table XVI shows the combined first, second ar~ third choices 
of 204 seventh-grade children.,. . showing comparison between seventh and 
.fifth grade choices. Table XVII gives the first choices of 102 seventh-
grade beys, showing comparison between seventh and fifth-grade choices • 
Table XVIII gives the combined first, second and third choices of 102 
seventh-grade boys shcnr:J.ng comparison between seventh and .fifth grade 
choices. Table XIX gives the first choices of subject preferences of 
)1 102 seventh-grade girls showing comparison between seventh and fifth 
II 
!I 
I 'I 
I 'l 
i ~ 
II grade choices. Table XX: gives the combined first, secoDd and third choices ,, 
of 102 seventh-grade girls showlng comparison between seventh and fifth 
grade choices. 
TABlE XV 
RANK ORDER OF SUBJECT PREFERENCES, FIRST CHOICE ONLY, OF 204 
SEVENTH-GRADE CHILDREN IN COlOONITY B AS COMPARED WITH 
. THEIR FIFTH-GRADE CHOICES 
SEVENTH GRADE FIFTH GRADE 
Number Number 
0£ Per Of Per 
Subject Choices Cent Subject Choices Cent 
Art 48 2.3.53 Arithmetic 61 29.90 
English 44 21~57 Art 40 19.61 
Science 38 18.6) Reading 34 l6e67 
Mathematics 28 1.3. 73 MUsic 2.3 11.27 
Spelling 22 10~78 Spelling 22 10.78 
Music 14 6~86 Social Studies 14 6~86 
Social Studies 10 4•90 Science 5 2•45 
Total 204 !OO.oo Pemnanship 3 1•47 
Health Education 2 .99 
English 0 0 
Total 2o4 100~00 
I 
T.ABIE xt1! 
I 
li 
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R.A1"K ORDER OF SUBJECT PREFERENCES, COMPTNED FIRST, SECOND AND THIRD 
CHOICES OF 204 SEVENTH-GRADE CHILDREN OF COl'IMIDliTY B AS COMPARED wr TH 
THEIR FIFTHoioiGRADE CHOICES 
SEVENTH GRADE 
i Subject 
I English 
I Mathematic 
. Art 
I
I Science 
! Spelling 
' Music 
Social Studies 
Number 
Of . 
Clioices 
126" 
96 
95 
86 
74 
71 
64 
m-
FIFTH GRADE 
Number 
Per Of Per 
Cent Subject Choices Cent 
20.59 Arithmetic 129 21.08 
15~68 Reading 101 16~50 
15.52 Art 94 15.35 
14~05 Spelling 93 15.20 
12~09 Music 79 12•91 
11+61 Social Studies 55 8.99 
10+!~ Science 21 3~43 1oo.oo- Pemnanship 20 3.27 
Health Education 11 1-80 
English :._ 9 -1.47 
m- 1cr>.oo 
TABJE XVII 
RANK ORDER OF SUBJECT PREFERENCES, FIRST CHOICE ONLY, OF 192 
SEVENTH-GRADE BOYS IN COMMUNITY B AS COMPARED WITH THEIR 
FIFTH-GRADE CHOICES 
SEVENTH GRADE FIF'm GRADE 
Number Number 
Of Per Of Per 
Subject Choices Cent Subject Choices Cent 
I 
I English. 25 24.51 Arithmetic 28 27.1.:5 
I Science 25 24.51 Art 21 20+59 
1 Mathematics 16 15.69 Reading 17 16.67 
Art 15 14*71 Social Studies 12 11.77 
Spelling 11 10.78 Spelling 9 8.82 
I 
Social Studies 8 7.84 Music 9 8.82 
Music 2 1.96 Science 4 3.92 I 
_j! Total lN'"' :·mo ,. ()(5 Health Education 2 1.96 . Penmanship 0 0 English - 0 0 !b2 !oa.oo 
II 
.I ,, 
1l 27 
I 
II 
'I i 
I 
TABIE xy!II 
RANK ORDE...~ OF SUBJECT PREFERENCESJ COMBINED FIRST, SECOND AND 
THIRD CHOICES, OF 102 SEVENTH-GRADE BOYS TIT COMMUNITY 
B, AS COl!PARED WITH THEm FIF!lH-GRADE CHOICES 
SEVENTH GRADE FIFTH GRADE 
Number Number 
.! or Per Of Per 
il Subject Choices Cent Subject Choices Cent 
I, 
54 17~65 63 20.58 Ji Mathematics Arithmetic 
Engli sh 50 16~34 Reading 53 17.32 
, Art 50 16~34 Social Studies 45 14. 71 
1 Science 49 16.01 Spelling 43 14•05 I Social Studies 41 13. 40 Art 42 13.72 
. Spelling 38 12•42 Music 3.3 10.80 
i Mu.sic 24 7~84 Science 14 4•57 
II Total ~ too.oo Penmanship 7 2.29 
Health Education 6 1. 96 
English 0 0 jN) too.oo 
TABLE XIX 
II 
RANK ORDER OF SUBJECT FREFERENCES, FIRST CHOICE ONLY, OF 102 
SEVENTH-G.'WJE GIRLS IN CO.MMJNITY B, AS COMPARED WITH THEIR 
FIFTH-GRADE CHOICES 
!J 
ii 
i 
11 Subject 
il English 
j! Art 
I Science 
I Mathematics I Musi c 
, Spelling 
Social Studies 
Total 
li 
! 
SEVENTH GRADE 
Number 
Of 
Choices 
29 
23 
13 
12 
12 
11 
2 
-m2 
Per 
Cent 
FIFTH GRADE 
Subject 
Arithmetic 
Art 
Reading 
Music 
Spelli ng 
Penmanship 
Social Studies 
Science 
English 
Health Education 
Total 
.· . Nmnber 
Of 
Choices 
33 
19 
17 
14 
13 
3 
2 
1 
0 
0 
102· 
Per 
Cent 
32.35 
18.62 
16. 67 
13.73 
12.75 
'2;9.4 
1.96 
. 98 
0 
0 too.oo 
J 
1
/,: I 29 
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Subject 
English 
Music 
Art 
TABlE XX 
RANK ORDER OF PREFERENCES, COMBINED FmsT, SECOND A'ND 
THIRD -CHOICES OF 102 SEVENTH-GRADE GIRLS IN COMMUNITY 
B, AS COMPARED WITH THEIR FIFTH~ CHOICES 
SEVENTH GRADE FIFTH GRADE 
Number Number 
Of Per Of 
Choices Cent Subject Choices 
76 24.84 Arithmetic 66 
47 15.36 Art 52 
45 14•71 Spelling so 
Mathematics 42 13.72 Reading 48 
Science 37 12~09 Music 46 
Spelling 36 11;76 Penmanship 13 
Social Studies 2:3 7~52 Social Studies 10 j(5() JW.6'0 English 9 
Science 7 
Health Education 5 
Total !00 
Per 
Cent 
21.57 
16.99 
16~34 
. 15~69 
1.5~03 
4~25 
3.27 
2•94 
2.29 
1~63 
100.60 
I Art is the first choice of 204 seventh-grade children who took the 
I
I p-.&t!.ou~~in both the seventh grades, in their first .choices but .it 
drops to third place in the combined choices. In the fifth-grade they 
placed Art in second place in first choices and third in the combined 
choices. Art was chosen first in first choices of the seventh-Grade 
boY'S and third in the combined choices. In the fifth grade they chose 
Art second in first choices of 102 seventh-grade boys and fifth in 
combined choices. The 102 girls placed Art second in first choices and 
I 
II third in combined choices. In the fifth grade Art was ranked second 
1: in first choices as well as in combined choices • 
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11 English ranks second in first choices of 204 seventh-grade 
1 
children and first in the combined choices. In the fifth grade English 
received no first preference in first choices and only nine in the com-
bined choices. The 102 seventh-grade boys placed English fourth in 
£irst choices and second in the combined choices. In the fifth grade 
the combined choices~ In the fifth grade no girl chose English as a 
first choice and only nine girls chose it in the combined choices. 
Science ranks third in the first choices of 204 children in first 
choices and fourth in the combined choices of seventh-grade children. In 
11 the fifth grade Science was ranked seventh in both first choices and the 
II I 
\1 combined choices. In the seventh grade, the 102 l:>oys r8l1k Science second 
li in firs"!; choices and fourth in the combined choices, In the fifth grade . I 
1 these boys placed it eighth in both first choices and the combined choices. 
j In the seventh grade the 102 girls place Science third in the first 
choices and fifth choices. In the fifth grade, these children placed it 
ninth in first choices and tenth in the combined choices. 
Mathematics is fourth in the first choices of 204 children ard 
second in the combined choices in the seventh grade. In the fifth grade, 
it ranked first in both the first and third choices. In the seventh grade 
1: i! the 102 boys place Jla.thematies third in first choices and first in the 
I\ combined choices. In the fifth grade they chose it first in both first 
1 and the combined choices. _ The 102 girls in the seventh grade place 
II Mathematics fourth in both the first choices and the canbined choices, 
In the fifth grade they placed it first in both first and combined choices. 
Spelling is fifth in the mventh grade first choices as well as in the 
combined choices. In the fifth grade these children placed Spelling fifth 
in first choices and fourth in the combined choices. In the S3Venth grade, 
the 102 boys rank ~lling fifth in first ·choices and sixth in the can-
bined choices • In the fifth grade they ranked Spelling fifth in first 
1 choices and fourth in combined choices. In the seventh ·grade the 102 
girls place Spelling sixth in first choices as well as in the combined 
choices. In the fifth grade they ranked Spelling fifth in first choices ., 
and third in the combined choices. 
Music is sixth in place in the seventh grade choices of 204 children 
in both the first and the combined choices • In the fifth grade it rat~..ked 
fourth in the first choices and f'i.fth in the combined choices. In the 
seventh grade the 104 boys place Jlusic eighth in both the first and 
, combined choices. In the .fif'th grade they place it sixth in both first 
II 
I: 
and the combined choices. In the seventh grade, the 102 girls rank Music 
filth in first choices and second in the combined choices. · In the fifth 
grade they place it fourth in first choices and fifth in the combined 
choices. 
Social Studies is seventh in preferences of 204 children in both 
the first choices and the combined choices. In the fifth grade tha.y 
ranked Social Studies sixth in both the £irst choices and in the combined 
choices. In the seventh grade the 102 boys rank Social Studies sixth in 
first choices and fifth in the combined choices. In the fifth p-ade, it 
was ranked fourth in first choices and third in the combined choices. In 
the seventh grade the 102 girls rank Soc.fal Studies seventh in both the 
r-----
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first choices and the combined choices. In the .fi.fth grade it was rw..ked 
seventh in both first and combined choices. 
TABIE XXI 
RANK ORDER OF SUBJECT PREFERENCES, FIRST CHOICES ONLY, 
OF 937 SEVENTH GRADE CHILDREN IN COMMUNITY A AND COMMUNITY B 
Number 
O.f Per 
Subjects Choices Cent 
1. English 269 28~71 2. Social Studies 189 20.17 
3 •. Art 188 20.06 
4. Mathematics 168 17.93 
'· 
Music 123 13.13 
Total 937 100.00 
TABIE XXII 
RANK ORDER OF SUBJECT PREFERENCES, COMBmD FffiST, 
SECOND. AND T'rfiRD CHOICES COMBINED OF 937 SEVENTH 
GRADE CHILDREN IN COMMUNITY A AND . COMMUNITY B 
I 
I 
I;J2 
I 
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BOYS 
TABIE XXIII 
RANK ORDER OF SUBJECT PREFERENCES, FIRST CHOICES ONLY, OF 
479 SEVENTH GRADE BOYS AND 458 SEVENTH GRADE GIRIS 
IN COMMUNITY A AND COMMUNITY B 
Number GIRlS Number 
Of Per Of Per 
Subjects Choices Cent Subjects Choices Cent 
1·. ~ Social Studies 120 25;'05 . 1• English 155 33~84 
2. English - 114 23•79 2. Art 83 18;12 
3e. Art 105 21.93 3• Mathematics 77 16.81 4•· llathematics 91 19 •. 00 4• Music 74 16;16 5. lfusic 49 10.23 . 5. Social Smdies 69 15.07 
Total 479 100.00 Total 458 100.00 
TABIE XXIV 
RANK ORDER OF SUBJECT PREFERENCES, C<JABINED FIRST, SECOND AND THmD 
CHOICES OF 937 BOYS AND GIRLS IN THE SEVENTH GRADE 
IN CCJaruNTTY A AND COMMUNITY B 
BOYS , Number GIRLS Number 
Of Per Of Per 
Subjects Choices Cent Subjects Choices Cent 
1. English 350 24•1~7 1• English 374 28,35 
2• Social Studies 330 23.07 2. Yu.sic 263 - 19e94 
3. Mathematics 322 22;52 3• Social Studies 251 19e02 
4. Art ' 249 17 .lrJ. 4• Mathematics 245 18.57 5. Music 179 12.53 
'· 
Art 186 14.12 
Total 1430 100.00 Total 1319 100.00 
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of 9.37 seventh-grade children in Community A and Comnnmity B. First 
" 
, choices only and combined first, second, and third choices are presented 
1 for all of the pupils as a whole in Tables m and XXII, then for the 
II boys alone and the girls alone in Tables . xxm and XXIV. 
r As shown in Tables XXI thrOU:gh XXIV, English rmks first in the com.-
I 
bined first, second, and third choices of 937 seventh-grade children and 
jl 
1, is likewise the first preference t>f boys and of girls w.i. thin the ·same 
combined ·category. In tabulating first choices only 1 it will be noted 
that English leads all subjects as the first preference of 937 pupils 
and remains the leading preference of girls, but drops to second place 
in the boys' preference list. Boys chose Social Studies as a first 
choice over English ~ a margin of 6 or 1.26 per cent. 
Thus English is the favorite subject of seventh-grade children in 
Conmrunity A and B with the exception that considering first choices of_- boys 
alone as a separate group., in Table XXIII Social Studies is their favorite 
1 subject. 
It is of interest that Social Studies ranks as the second preference 
of all 937 seventh-grade children considering first choices and combined 
choices alike. However when one compares the boys' list of first choices 
with that of the girls, it is surprising to find that Social Studies ranks 
first with the boys and last w.ith the girls. In tabulating the combined 
choices o:f boys and girls, it 'Will be noted that Social Studies drops to 
second place among the boys and rises to third place among the girls. 
This is accounted for by the large number of girls who made Social Studies 
i 
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their second and third choi ce. 
Art ranks third in preference among the first choices of the 937 
seventh-grade children and of the boys as a separate group. But taking 
the girls as a separate group, Art rises to second place. It will be 
noted however that when one considers combined choices, Art drops to 
fourth and fifth place among boys and girls together and as separate groups 
Considering the list of first choices only, Mathematics ranks a.s a 
1 fourth preference of boys and girls together and for boys s~one, bu.t it 
rises to third place on the girls• list. The list of combined choices 
shows Mathematics to be the third preference of both boys and girls 
together and for boys alone, but of the girls alone it drops to fourth 
place. 
Vu.sic ranks consistently low as a. preference among both boys and 
girls on the lists of first choices. It still remains law on the list 
of combined choices of boys and girls together, bllt taking the girls as 
a separate group, MUsic becomes a second preference. 
;35 
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TABIE XXV 
RANK ORDER OF SUBJECT PREFERENCES, FIRST CHOICES ONLY, OF 
SEVENTH GRADE CHILDREN IN COID.IDNITY A AND COJAMUNITY B AS 
COMPARED WITH THEIR FIFrH GRADE CHOICES 
FIFTH GRADE SEVENTH GRADE 
Number Number 
Of Per Of Per 
Subjects Choices Cent Subjects Choices Cent 
1• Arithmetic 199 26.08 1• English 198 2Be86 
2. Reading 175 2494 2. Art 138 20•12 
3. Art 160 20e97 .3• Social Studies 136 19.82 
4~ Spelling 88 n•s1 4• Mathematics 125 18a33 
5• Music .52 6e82 5. Music 89 12.98 6. Social Studies 49 6•43 
I 7· Science 17 2.23 
I' 8._ Writing 14 1e84 
I 9• Health Education 9 1•18 
110. Language 0 o.oo 
I ' Total. 764 100.00 Total 686 100.00 
TABIE XXVI 
RANK ORDER OF SUBJECT PREFEIOO..lCES, COMBINED FIRST, SECOND, 
AND THIRD CHOICES OF SEVENTH GRADE CHilDREN IU 
COMMUNITY A AND COMMUNITY B AS COMPARED WITH THEm FIFTH GRADE CHOICES 
FJFTH GRADE 
'i Subjects 
1. Arithmetic 
2• Reading 
. .3a Art 
' 4. Spelling 
5. Music 
6. Social Studies 
7• Science 
: Be Writing 
1 9 • Health Education 
1: 10. Language 
Total 
Number 
Of Per 
Choices Cent 
442 19e31 
4L1 19a27 
371 16.21 
.361 15e77 
220 9e61 
185 8.oa 
98 4e28 
82 3.58 
61 2•67 
28 1e22 
2289 1oo.oo 
SEVENTH GRADE 
Number 
Of Per 
Subjects Choices Cent 
1~ English 525 25•94 
2. Mathematics 429 21•2o 
.3 •. Social Studies 427 21•1o 
4• Art 330 16.30 5. Music .313 . 15.46 
Total 2024 100.00 
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TABIE XXVII 
RANK ORDER OF SUBJECT PREFERENCES, FIRST CHOICES ONLY, OF 
SEVENTH GRADE BOYS Dr COMMUNITY AND COMMUNITY B AS 
COMPARED WITH THEm FIFTH GRADE CHOICES 
FIFTH GRADE SEVENTH GRADE 
Number Number 
Of Per Of Per 
Subjects Choices Cent Subjects Choices Cent 
1. Ari t.hmetic 102 26.!~9 1. Social. Studies 89 2.5. 36 
2. Art 88 22.86 2. English 79 22~.50 
3. Reading 85 22.08 3e Art 77 21e94 
4~ Spelling 39 10•13 4~ Arithmetic 70 19._94 
I -' • Social Studies 2.5 6eh9 5. Music 36 10. 26 6. Music 20 .5 ~,19 
1• Science 14 3e64 B. Health Education 8 2e08 
9. Writing 4 leo4 
'I o. La.ng\iage 0 o.oo 
I Total 38.5 100. 00 Total 352 100. 00 
I 
I 
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TABlE XXVIII 
I 
RANK ORDER OF SUBJECT PREFERENCES, COMBINED FJJlST, SECOND AND 
THIRD CHOICES COMBINED OF SEVENTH GRADE BOYS IN 
COMMUNITY A AND CMIDNITY B AS COMPARED WITH THEIR FIFTH GRADE CHOICES 
FIFTH GRADE SEVENTH GRADE 
Number Number -
Of Per Of Per 
Subjects Choices Cent Subjects Choices Cent 
1., Arithmetic 237 . 20.100 1 • English 256 24. 33 
2. Reading 232 19e58 2. Social. Studies 2~-5 23 .. 29 
3. Art 201 16~96 3. Arithmetic 24.5 23e29 
4• Spelling 163 13e76 4. Art 186 17~68 5. Social. Studies 131 n •06 5. lmsic 120 11. 41 
6. Music 92 7.76 
1· Science 69 5e82 B. Health Education 31 2e62 
I 9. Writing 26 2•19 10. Language 3 0. 25 
Total 1185 100.00 Total 1052 
,,-
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TABLE XXIX 
RANK ORDER OF SUBJECT PREFERENCES, FIRST CHOICES ONLY, OF 
. SEVENTH GRADE GIRLS IN CO:MMJNITY A AND COMMUNITY B AS 
COMPARED WITH THEIR FIFTH GRADE CHOICES 
FIFTH GRADE SEVENTH GRADE 
Number Number 
Of Per Of Per 
Subjects Choices Cent Subjeets Choices Cent 
. 1. ,, 
! 2. I 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
I 7· 
. 8. 
,, 9. 
11 10. 
Arithmetic 97 26.36 
Reading 90 24.46 
1. English 119 35.52 
2. Art 61 18.21 
Art 72 19.56 3. Mathematics 55 16~lt1 
Spelling 49 13~31 4. Music 53 15.83 
Mtlsic 32 8.70 5. Social Studies 47 1!~.03 
Social Studies 14 3.80 
Writing 10 . 2.72 
Science 3 o.82 
Health Education 1 o•27 
Language 0 o.oo 
-·· 
Total 368 100.00 Total 335 100.00 
TABlE x:xx-
RANK OODER OF SUBJECT PREFERENCES, COMBDIED FIRST, SECOND, AND 
THIRD CHOICES OF SEVENTH GRADE GIRLS IN 
COMMUNITY A AND COMMUNITY B AS COMPARED WI'IH THEIR FIFTH GRADE CHOICES 
FIFTH GRADE SEVENTH GRADE 
Number Number 
Of Per Of Per 
1 Subjects Choices Cent Subjects Choices Cent 
1. 
2. 
3~ 
I 4. 
I 5. 
ll ~: 
"I 8. 
II 
9. 
10. 
Reading 209 
Arithmetic 205 
Spelling 198 
Art 170 
MUsic 128 
Writing 56 
Social Studies 54 
Health Education 30 
Science 29 
Language 25 
Total ll04 
18.93 
18.57 
17~93 · 
1.5.39 
ll~59 
5.07 
4•89 
2~72 
2.63 
2.28 
100.00 
1. English 269 27.65 
2' Music 193 19.86 3. Mathematics 184 18~93 
4. Social Studies 182 18.72 
5. Art 144 14.81 
·Total 973 100.00 
·I 
Tables XXV through XXX: shaw the rank order of subject preferences 
of 764 seventh-grade children in Connnunities A and B as compared with 
their preferences When in the fifth grade. First choices and combined 
choices are tabulated first for all of the children as a whole, in 
Tables XXV and XXVI then for the boys in Tables UVII and XXVIII and 
for the girls in Tables XXIX and XXX. 
Arithmetic, it will be noted, ranks first on the list of first 
choices and combined choices of 764 fifth-grade children as a whole and 
of the bo,rs alone. On the girls' list of first choices, Arithmetic 
ranks first, but on the combined list it drops to second place. 
Mathematics in the seventh grade is fourth in rank order on tbe 
list of first choices and second on the list of combined choices of 
764 children. The large gain :i.n the combined list over the list of 
firs t choices is explained by the fact that a large number of children 
made Mathematics their second and third choice. The same pattern is 
followed by the boys as Mathematics ranks fourth on the list of first 
choices and second on the combined choices. It rsnked third in both 
first and combined choices of the seventh grade girls. 
. I 
Thus it will be noted that Arithmetic which was the favorite sub,ject 1 
of 764 fifth grade children in Communities A and B has dropped in rating 
on the seventh grade list of first choices to fourth place :md to 
second place on the combined list. 
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in the fifth grade. However since such a la.l'ge part of the English 
program is devoted to Reading and the appreciation of Literature, it 
might be interesting to Jll.lk e some comparisons between English and 
Reading. 
Reading is second in rank order on both the lists of first choices 
and combined choices of 764 fifth grade children in Communi ties A and B. 
It ranks first however on the girls' list of combined choices and 
second on their list of first choices. As the first choice of the boys, 
it ranks third and rises to second place in the combined choices. 
In f irst choices and combined choices English is first in rank 
order of seventh grade subject preferences as chosen b.1 76t~ children 
in Communi ties A and B. It rariks first on the list of combined choices 
and first choices of seventh-grade girls, but it drops to second place 
as the first choice of seventh-grade boys. 
English then is the favorite subject of 764 seventh-grade children 
who two years ago as fifth graders chose Reading as their second favorite 
subject. 
Social Studies is sixth in rank order in first choices and combined 
choices of 764 fifth-grade children in Communities A and B. It ranks 
fifth on both of the boys' lists and on the girls' list ·Of first choices 
but it drops to seventh place on their combined list. · 
As a seventh-grade subject Social Studies ranks third in the first 
choices and second in the combined choices of 764 Communities A and B 
children. It is first in rank order as the first choice of boys rut 
drops to second place again on their list of combined choices . As a 
0 
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first choice of seventh-grade girls Social Studies drops to fifth 
place in rank order and to fourth place on the list of combined choices. 
Thus it is interesting to note that as a seven~~-grade subject, 
Social Studies has become much more popular than it was as a fifth-grade 
subject. Especially is this true of the seventh-grade boys who make it 
their first preference over English qy a margin of 10 or 2.86 per cent. 
The above statement does not seem to hold true however of tm seventh-
grade girls, since there is no marked change in their preference of 
Social Studies in the fifth grade as compared with their seventh-grade 
choice. 
Since there is such a wide discrepancy between the fifth-grade 
preference for Social Studies and the seventh-grade preference, the authors 
have compiled Table XXI which shows in more detail than do Tables V 
through X the relationship between the choice of Social Studies as a 
fifth-grade preference and as a seventh-grade preference. 
It will be noted in Table XXI that, of 49 original first choices 
in Social Studies on the fifth-grade level, only 29 made it one of their 
first choices in the seventh grade. Twelve of these 29 pupils made Social 
Studies their first choice again in the seventh grade, seven pupils made 
it their second choice, and ten pupils made it their third choice. Twenty 
pupils 'Who had chosen Social Studies first in the.filth grade did not choose 
it as one of first three choices in grade seven. 
It is also of interest that of 136 pupils making Social Studies their 
first choice in grade seven, only 36 had made it one of their first 
three choices ~n grade five. This means that 100 seventh-grade children, 
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who had not been interested enough in So~iaJ. Studies to choose it as 
one of their first three preferences in grade five, now choose it as 
their favorite subject in grade seven. This is a significant point and 
a basis for further research as to what caused this new interest in a 
subject which had been so lowly rated on · the fifth grade study. 
Art ranks third on the list of f:i.rst choices and first on the list 
of combined choices of 764 fifth-grade children in Communities A and B. 
As t."'te first choice of fifth-grade boys, it is second in rank order 
but drops to third place in the combined choices. Art ranks third on 
the girls• list of first choices and fourth on their combined list. 
As a seventh-grade subject, Art ranks second on the list of first 
choices and fourth on the list of combined choices of 764 children in 
Community A and Community B. It ranks third on the boys' list of first 
choices but drops to fourth place on their combined list. As the first 
choice of seventh-grade girls, _fu"t ranks second and drpps to fifth place 
in combined choices. This sharp drop is explained by' the f'act that very 
few girls made Art a second or third choice on the combined list. 
Comparing Art on both grade levels it can be seen that it has risen 
from a third place in the fifth grade study to second place in the 
seventh grade stuqy as the subject most preferred of seventh-grade 
children. 
Music ranks consistently low on both fifth and seventh grade prefer- . 
ence lists with the exception that oil the girls• list of combined choices, 
it is second in rank order. 
I 
I 
Table XXXI 
Cll1y 12 children in Community A and Conmru.nity B made Social Studies 
their first choice in both the seventh and fifth grades. Seven children 
dropped from first choice in grade five to second choice in grade seven. 
Ten changed from first choice in grade five to third choice in grade 
seven. Twenty children for ·whom Social Studies was first choice in grade 
I
ll five did not include it in any of the first three choices in grade seven. 
Eight children chose Social Studies as first choice in grade ·seven 
i 
I 
that in grade five placed it second choice. Sixteen children made Social 
I 
II 
Studies in grade seven that in grade five ranked it as third choice. 
One hundred children made Social Studies a .first choice in grade seven 
but did not place it in any of the first three choices in grade five. 
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CHAPI'ER V 
SUMMARY A.mJ CONCWSIONS 
The purpose of this study was to determine the subject preferences 
of the seventh grade children in Community A and Con:nnuni ty B, and to 
I compare these preferences w.i. th their fifth grade preferences in order to 
,I 
r 
,I 
li 
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find out just what changes have occurred. 
The following conclusions were obtained from the analysis of the 
seventh grade study in Col'!'!J'Il.unity A. 
1. English, Social Studies, and Mathematics are one, two, and 
~~ee in rank order as first choices and combined choices 
1 of seventh-grade children in Community A. 
II 2. Consideri.ng first choices only, Social Studies is the most 
~,, popular subject of seventh-grade boys, while it is the 
I' 
1l second most popular subject of seventh-grade girls. 
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3. In the combined choices of seventh-grade boys, Social Studies 
drops to second place. 
4. Considering first choices and combined choices, seventh-grade 
boys find Art a more popular subject than do seventh-grade girls. 
5. In first choi ces and combined choices, Music is a more popular 
subject with seventh~ade girls than it is with seventh-grade 
boys • . 
6. Handwriting is the least popular of all subjects chosen by boys 
and girls in first choices and combined choices. 
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The .following conclusions were obtained from the analysis of the 
seventh-grade study in Community B. 
1. English, Art and Science are one, two, and three in rank 
order as the first choice of seventh-grade children in 
C arnmuni ty B. 
2. English, Mathematics, and Art are one, two, and three in 
r ank order on the combined choices of seventh-grade 
children in Co~ty B. 
3. Science is first in rank order in considering first choices 
of seventh-grade boys, but it drops to third place in their 
combined choices. 
4. MUsic is third in rank order as a first choice of seventh-
grade girls and second in ranJc order in their corrhined 
choices. 
5. Music is sixth in rank order in first choices and combined 
choices of seventh-grade boys. 
6. Social Studies is fifth in rank order in both first choices 
and combined choices of seventh-grade c~ldren 'in Connnunity B. 
The following results were obtained from the analysis of the 
combined seventh-grade studies in Co:mnrunity A Md Community B. 
1. English, Social Studies, and Art are one, two, and three 
in rank order as first choices of seventh-grade children 
in both communities. 
2. In the combined first choices, Mathematics· takes the place 
of Art as the third ranking subject. 
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3. Considering first choices only, Social Studies is the most 
popular subject of seventh-grade boys while it is the least 
popular with seventh-grade girls. 
4. In the combined choices, Social Studies drops to second 
place on the boys ' list and climbs to third place on the 
girls• list. 
5 • In the first choices and combined choices, Music and Art 
are more popular with seventh-grade girls than they are 
with seventh-grade bo.Ys• 
The follawing conclusions were obtained from the analysis of 
the seventh-grade study in Community A as co~ared w.i.th the fifth-grade 
study of two years ago. 
1. Considering first Choices and combined choices, Reading, 
Arithmetic, and Art are one, two, and three in rank order 
as the most popular subjects of fifth-grade children of 
Community B two years ago. 
2. In first choices and combined choices, English, Social 
Studies, and Mathematics are one, two, and three in rank 
order as the most popular subjects of the same children 
who are now in the seventh grade. 
3. Arithmetic in first choice and combined choices has 
dropped from eecond place in the fifth grade to t.hird 
place in the seventh-grade study. 
4. Art as a first choice, has dropped from third place in 
the fifth-grade study to fourth place in the seventh-
j" 
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grade study. 
5. In the combined choices, Art dropped from third place in 
the fifth-grade study to fifth place in the seventh- grade 
study. 
6. Considering first choices and combined choices, Social 
Studies has climbed from fifth place in the fifth-grade 
study to seventh place in the seventh-grade study. 
7 • As the first choice of seventh-grade boys, Social 
Studies has climbed from fifth place in the fifth-
grade study to first place in the seventh-grade study 
but, in the combined choices it drops back to second 
place. 
8. There is little change in the ranking position of MUsic 
from the fifth-grade study to the seventh-grade study with 
the exception that in the combined Choices of girls it does 
climb from a fifth place in t.lte fifth-grade study to a third 
place in the seventh-grade study. 
The following conclusions were obtained from the analysis of the 
!I seventh-grade study in Community B as compared with the fifth-grade study 
of two ~ars ago. 
1. Art, English, and Social Studies are one, two, and three 
in rank order· as the first choices of seventh-grade children 
in Community B, while Arithmetic, Art, and Reading were the 
fi~st choices of these children when in the fifth grade. 
2 • In the combined choices, English, Mathematics and Art are 
--"----'--1= ~.===---- -===---t===-=-=--
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one, two, and three in rank order of seventh-grade pre-
ferences, while Arithmetic and Art were the first three 
ranking subjects of these children when in the fifth grade. 
3. Science has come into the first three places as a first 
choice of seventh-grade children, while in the fifth grade 
it had been a low ranking seventh place. 
4. Mathematics had dropped out of the first three places 
in the seventh-grade study of first choices, but it 
obtains a second place in the seventh-grade combined 
three choices. 
5. Social Studies has dropped from sixth place in the fifth-
grade study to seventh place in the seventh-grade study. 
6. In the combined choices of fifth-grade boys, Social 
Studies reaches its highest rating as a third place 
but in the seventh-grade study it drops to fifth place. 
The following conclusions were obtained from the analysis of the 
I 
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I. 
canbined seventh-grade studies of Community A and Community B as com-
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pared with the combined fifth-grade studies of two years ago. 
1. Considering first choices and combined choices, Arithmetic 
Reading, and Art rank one, two, and three as the most 
popular subject of children in the fifth-grade study of 
two years ago. 
2. In the seventh grade, these same children chose English, 
Art, and Social Studies in that order as their first choice. 
3. In considering first choices only, Arithmetic, which was 
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the favorite subject in the fifth-grade study, drops out 
of the first three most popular subjects in the seventh-
grade study, but in the combined choices, it is second 
in rank order of f'avorite subjects. 
4. Social Studies, which ranked sixth in the fifth-grade 
study, has climbed to third place in the seventh-grade 
study. 
5 • As a first choice of fifth-grade boys, Social Studies 
-. 
ranked fifth, but as the first choice of these same 
boys in the seventh·-grade, it now ranks first as their 
favorite subject. 
6. In the combined choices of seventh-grade boys, Social 
Studies falls to second place in rank order of subject 
pr eferences. 
7• Art Which ranked third as a first choice in the fifth-
grade stud:y now ranks second in the seventh-grade study • 
B. In the combined choices, Art drops to fo'lirth place in 
the seventh-grade study. 
Social Studies ranks high in Community A while in Cornmvnity B it is 
a low ranldng subject. Science is not taught in Community A's seventh 
I 
i50 
I 
' grade but is in Community B, reaching a high ranking position. Did 
I 
Jt 
seventh-grade children of Connnunity B divide their choices between 
Science and Social Studies? Might not Community A have suffered a loss 
of choices in Social Studies to Science had Science been a part of 
Community A's curriculum? Further research in a junior high in another 
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1 comm.uni ty where both Science and Social Studies are taught might prove 
I of interest. 
I 
The low ranking of Language or English as shown in the fifth-grade I 
I 
\\ study, as contrasted to the high ranld.ng in the seventh-grade study 
I• 
1! 
should interest elementar.y teachers in finding the reasons for the 
I 
I 
discrepancy. Reading was a high ranking subject in both communities in 
the fifth-grade study and is a part of the seventh-grade English in 
I 
.I 
I 
5:l r==---=- -=-- -
I 
i 
II 
I 
I 
I 
11 
I ~ 
!I 
II 
both communities, in the form of Literature, work study type Reading, etc. 
Did Reading play an 1lllportant part in the change? Do the children in 
the elementar.y schhols realize all that Language or English entails in 
the elementar,y schools or have they judged it merely from the mechsnical 
'I aspects of correct usage, punctuation, capitalization, etc.? These 
II 
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are questions which might be answered through further research. 
BQstort \Jni\rer.ii~ 
school of Education 
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